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is as old as the ocean and as the sea. It’s the name of those who provide logistical support — a boat’s captain, its cook, its port
handlers and its fuel provider. We apologize, but this video has failed to load. tap here to see other videos from our team. Try
refreshing your browser, or The history of supercargo and the dangers of a post-Royal Navy life Back to video And even when
the trans-Atlantic passage was shorter, the captain still needed a passenger to shepherd those yachtsmen and women over the
ocean safely. And it took the idea of supercargo to the next level when, in 1703, Francis Drake demanded a supercargo who —
along with supplies, food, medicine, clothing and firearms — was paid and had a life of its own after the captain died. In fact,
the supercargo evolved into a special kind of lifeboat — a sort of life insurance policy that was floated, required a crew that
could survive on the sea for weeks — and, most importantly, a paying passenger. Photo by Handout - Postmedia / PNG Once it
became clear that the Golden Age of sailing was over and that the deck-hands were changing to diesel, steam and electricity, the
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